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INTRODUCTION.

This is the SahityamImamsa for the publication of
which, the lcarned world, like Cataka birds has been eagerly
waiting day after day. I think that they are now contented
with the literary relics of old, however scanty, gathered from
here and there, even as the Cataka birds that live on a few
drops of water when the rains are few and far between.
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Gapapati Sastri who edited and
published the Vyaktiviveka of Mahima Bhatta, as No. 5 of
the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and gave expression to his
eager hope at the close of the introduction thus: “We
earnestly hope that some blessed vetary of Sanskrit Scholar-
ship may come across copies of DBrhatl, Natakamimamsa,
Sahityamfmamsa and Harsacaritavartika”, thought that the
Sahityamimamsd along with the three other books was
unknown, But to the eagle eye of the Department ever
gearching for rare manuscripts, nothing could he hidden, for
it lighted upon a manuscript of this very rare and unknown
Sahityamimamsa ere long. It is a matter for no smull pride
to the Department and to the State of Travancorc, the re-
puted treasure house of ancient manuscripts, that the library
of Nattasseri Valia l'ampuran, Kottayam, in North Tra-
vancore, was the source of the manuscript. The Department
for the Publication of Oriental Manuscripts owes a debt of
gratitude to the owners of this library for having preserved
a manuscript of this rare work, though they had been unablc
to save it from the ravages of worms. Iiven as the anuseript,
this work was unique, inasmuch as it was found embedded
with deep and dignitied Sastraic thoughts conveyed in a
terse and dignified style. I made a vigorous search both
personally and by correspondence to procure a second copy
of the manuscript, but all my attempts proved in vain, On
the other hand, many a scholar tried to get hold of this
lonely manuscript.  But as [ desired that the credit of bring-
ing out this important find should go to this Department and
to this State, I thought it better to edit it even in its present
shape rather than wait for a fuller copy that the future may
have in store. Where owing to the errors and lacunae here
and there in the manuscript, the examination was found
exceedingly difficult, similar works referred to therein were
consulted and the gaps filled up, and where no such help
eould be obtained, query marks were inserted, so that the



errors may not appear to have escaped our notice. Yet, no
pain was spared to do such textual corrections as could
legitimately be done with the help of the manuseript. Then
having come to understand that a manuscript of Sahitya-
mimamsa was available in the Sarasvati Mahal Library,
Tanjore, I worte to the Honorary Secretary and secured a
transeript which was placed in the hands of my Pandits for
examination. But unfortunately, this copy proved a mere
tragment of the work consisting of a few Karikas and some
broken prose passages taken from different parts of the work
and as such it was found to be of little use in correcting the
text. The variant readings however, of this manuscript
have been given in a small appendix to this edition, which
may perhaps be of some use to the scholarly readers. The
Tanjore copy covering 47 pages of quarter foolscap contains
two Karikas in the 5th Prakarana and one Karika in the
sixth Prakarans, and its other Prakaranas also are more or
less of the samre extent; and it appears to be an abridgement
of the work, made by a student as an aid to his memory,

The subject maiter. The work consists of 8 Prakara-
pas: the firet introduces the subject matter, the six Prakara-
nas from 2nd to 7th deal with Vrtti, Guna, Dosa, Alankara,
Rasa and literary modifications and the last treats of the
result of the realisaticn of Kasa. That the author has a
peculiar way of arriving at a Siddhanta will be evident to
any scholar who goes through the work. He refers to
Bhamaha. Vamana, Bhojaraja and other authorities on
poetics, in the exposition of Laksanas (definitions), and quotes
from Kalidasa, Bharavi, Bhavabhati, Magha, Murari and
other great poets in reconciling definitions and rhetorical
passages and has got a theory of his own in regard to the
realization of Raga. He says that Vrttis (the forces of a
word) are of three kinds,

3 QAT ST IFEARIEH |
w1 gen sy dvhad SR 1” (P, 2)

but the realisation of Rasa is, in his opinion, from a fourth
Vrtti called Tatparya,
“qqgrdish el weanedgtva: 17 (P 85)

This method is neither in accordance with the Dhvanipras
thana of Anandavardhana nor with the Anumana of Mahima
bhatta, but different from the two. He begins with Sahiry
or the association of Vacya and Vacaks, which is the sourc
of Rasa, thus:—
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“Rrqrl WAt WY AT AT |
wit: afg@anea qat whga: 0’ (P 1)
and unfolds this view thus, ‘Jwrrftai emfe: @ amgerq’ and
after refuting the view of the other side,

‘adg: WA 7% g afgEwe: 1 (P 15)
he elaborates his own view thus t—
“aifysi GeReR BT SRR )
W{T\%ﬁ 16 gaaaaaEgy 0" (P, 1)
and concludes with the result of the realization of Rasa in
the &th Prakarana thus:—
“gea WIAAY weE WE: 9 gan |
e (P. 159)
Although the author has great respect for Kalidasa and

other Mahakavis from whom he quotes very often, he best-
ows the highest encomium en Bhavabhati thus,

“RTAER T TEF FELTHATIIA |
Aty WAmg g dawayg: 1" (P 54)

and in this respect appears to be as much independent and
self conscious as the latter who says,

“ am AR 7 saRgayl
st & Ty ar ofy T2 e |
IqeemAsha w@ wisfy gaagat
G @a FrartEger 7 gt 0
The author. Like Dhvanyaloka, Kavyaprakisa and
ather works, the SahityamImamsa is written in the form of
Karikas resembiing Satras with Vrtti, or prose comments
with illustrations. We have not sufficient evidence to show
who the author was  As the manuscripts is silent in this
matter, [ shall place before the enquiring scholar the follow-
ing data which are of a teutative nature and may be set aside
when more cogent reasoning is forth-coming.
In his introduction to the Vyaktiviveka, my predecessor,
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Ganapati Sastrl says -—

“qur ¥ ganAsRTEEERIsh giaRaards qigadaamt
w 3y 3y WA ) ¥ g FVAEOEE TTHT |

(Alankarasarvasva I, 62)
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From the above passage. it may be sufely inferred that the
author of Alankarasarvasva is also the author of Hargacarita
Vartika pnd SahityamImamsd. Otherwise, the author of
Alankarasarvasva would not use language that would make
ane believe that perhaps he might be the author of another’s
works”. Itis evident from this that the author of Sahitya-
mimamsa was the same as Matikhuka who wrote Alankara-
garvasva, Srikanthacarita and many other works.  From the
following passages in the anonymous commentary added to
the Vyaktiviveka,

“RET W RANAIAR A Qg BEA AR AR AZE AL
Q@ @RaH @A 9 37 97 Ay TeFw N g aeaRER-

AR TN | (P. 32)
“gFgENNRSERAAdE AeE T9aEd @ q@adan |

' (P. 44)

“aERTETSe gyt s |7 (P. 43)

it is clear that Brhatl, NatakamImamsd and Vyakti-
vivekavyakhya were also written by Mankhuka the author
of Alankarasarvasva, Harsacariiavartika and Sahityam!-
mamsa. I[ncase the NahityamTmamsa and Vyaktiviveka-
vyakhya were written by the sume author and that author
was Mankhuka, then the latter has to be taken as having
held two contrary views with 1egard to a subject; for in the
Vyaktivivekavyakhya he upholds the Vyafijana after an
attack on the Anumiana theory, whilein the Sahityami-
mamsa, he resorts to a fourth Vrtti called Tatparya, in
the place of Vyafijana. Hence the two works could not
have possibly been written by the same haud.

I thik this inconsistency may be removed in this
wise:— As both Alarkarasarvasva and Vyaktivivekavyakhya
quote the Sahityamimamss, it is probable that the author
wrote the latter prior to the two other works, that he at-
tempted in the first to evolve his own theory of realising

tasa by means of Tatparyavrtti. And in course of time
when he came to ccmment on the Alankarasatra of Lis
preceptor Ruyyaka, he was with his mature knowledge not
only s follower of the Dbvani but also an opponent of the
Anumana school of Mahima, us is evident from the passage
i the Alankarasarvasva,



¥

o saffRAs PR} areren setaan afy fepadr wsreatga-
AT AR , 7% N TNIAAT |E IS LAGATTT RN -
aenmag (P 1D

But we should bear in mind that a theory once started
by a wise man will not prove an impediment for him
to accept another which is found more tenable in the light
of stronger evidences, Hence the contempt of the author of
the Alatkarasarvasva and Vyaktivivekavyakhya towards
the Anumana as .opposed to the Dhvami school and his
acceptance of Tatparya as a fourth Viytti, cannot be an
argument to establish different authorskip in regard to these
three works.

Date of the author. Among the many authorities cited
in the work, the Bhagavadajjukiya of Bodhayana and Ka-
vyaprak3sa of Mammata, are the latest. The quotation
from Bhagavadajjuka runs as follows:—

“gTEd WIS WIS A9T —
* e gt gerey sueaged
i frgen AR afigan |
agfEEETae & v R
q2§ ated JifvaE ea=amargan ) 0" (P, 72)
The following is quoted from Kavyaprakasa,
“eriRprt e SlpRTRrSTETIRR |
EEATAFABAR G FgagaI v (P. 119)
The date of Bodhayana is said to be between 7uh and 10th
century A. D., and that of Mammatabhatta, 11th century
A. D. Itis certain therefore that the author was not earlier
than 11th century A, D. The prolific writer Hemacandra

says in s Jinadharmapratibodha that he wrote the work in
1241 Vikrama Lra answering to 1184 A. D,

#  Ag this verse ia not tracoable in the Bhagavadajjukiya edited and
published by Mr. P. Auujan Achan, the prioted Bhagavadajjukiya must Le a
compilation aud adaptation from the original play, for a great writer like the
author of Sahityamimamsa canuot be taken to have erred in regard to a quota-
tion. The faot thet quotations of eminent Writers are not traccable in some of
the plays obtaiued in Kerala goes to show that it was a common practice
among the play-wrights of Keiala vo make adaptations to suit the poyular stage,
from well-known drames. Tlus adds one more evidence against the Bhams
problem, but we desist from entering on it as irrelovant to our subject.
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e ey gl AR e |

frrasiaty: st goerR 0
His disciple Mahendrastri quotes often from the Anekartha-
kosa of Mankhuka. Thus the date of Mafikhuka not being
later than the latter half of the 12th century A. D., must
be the first half of the 12th century A D., The fact thar
the Sahisyamimamsa is cited as authority in the Prataparu-
driya of Vidyanatha of the 13th century A. D. ‘sufead =
witestatama also confirms the date we have assigned to
our aathor,

The preceptor of the author. The author himself says
in his Srikanthacarita that his precoptor was Rajanaka
Ruyyaka, thus:—

“f WaEmEET @ B gt )
AT |17

As the author refers with the word Acarya to a teacher
very often, Ruyyaka was probably the teacher. As he is
also deseribed in the Srikanthacarita,

eI TIAT P FE T FroAT )

e Eaaee R 0"
as having written many works, the [arge number of quota-
tions made in the name of Acarya in the SahityamImamsa
must naturally be from his works.  We earnestly hope that
gcholars may come across some of the unpublished works of
Ruyyaka that my throw a flood of light on the life of this
teacher and of his disciple.
The other works of the author are the following: -
1. Natakamimamsa.

g gra}:'::\ic‘antm artika. Unpublished.,
4. Anekarthakosa,

5. Vyaktivivekavyakhya.

6. Alankarasarvasva. % Published.
7. Srikapthacarita.

T have prepared this edition with the help of a single
worn out palm leaf manuscript without waiting for a fuller
copy that may p:rhaps be discovered in future, and conse-
quently there are many lacunae in the text. However,
| venture to place it before the learned public with the hope
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that they will appreciate my endeavour to preserve a rare
manuscript in its present form. Once again I wish to ex-
press my gratitude towards the owners of the manuscript
for the help they have rendered in enabling this Department
to publish the work.

Trivandrum i
9174110, | K SAMBASIVA SASTRI
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